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ADVERTISEMENT. 



»«AW#* 



An old Manuscript^ containing the following 
'Life of Mr. Joseph Lister J having fallen into the- 
hands of the Editor , he was so much struck with its sim- 
pkbeauty and unvarnished artlesmess, that he determin- 
ed to give it greater publicity, by presenting it to the 
world j through the medium of the press. This little work 
will be found to comprise matters of great local interest 
to the inhabitants of this Town and neighbourhood, as 
it contains the only full historical account of ' the Siege 
of Bradford.' This work is also worthy of general 
attention; inasmuch as it contains an interesting sketch 
of the life of a pious man — exhibits before the reader 
a close review of private manners and domestic life, as 
they existed nearly two centuries ago — and details 
some of the minor transactions, connected with that 
bloody civil war, which desolated this Kingdom and 
preceded v and accompanied the usurpation of Oliver 
Cromwell, the Protector of the Commonwealth. The 
description of these horrors of war, will lead the pious 

■ 



ii ADVERTISEMENT. 

reader to be thankful to the Giver of every blessing, 
that the "clashing of conflicting hosts, and the shouts 
of battle," have not been heard in our favoured land, 
for a long series of years ; and will induce him fervently 
to pray, that 't he re may bepeactandtrntkin our days, % 
and 'that wars and fightings may cease to the ends of 
the earthS 

J%e Editor has taken the liberty, in some instances, 
to alter the phraseology of the manuscript, where the 
expression appeared to be too complicated arid quaint, 
to be easily intelligible to a merely modern reader. 
Many more alterations might have been madsj and 
perhapt, to advantage \ the only reason that preve nt e d 
the Editor from making them, woe a feat of rubbing 
off that venerable rustineee of phrase, which> by tfe 
antique simplicity, proves the work to be authentic 

Bradford, ? 
Nm.t. 1821.J 
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THE 
OP 

MB. JOSEPH LISTER. 

I was born on Jane the 7th, 1627, at Bradford, 
in Yorkshire, of godly and religious Parents. My 
Father died when I was about six years old, and left 
five children, (viz.) Mary, John, Grace, myself* and 
Ruth. I was brought up at School, and my godly 
Mother would gladly have bad me to have been a scholar; 
but I had no mind to it Howbeit, having a free school 
in the Town, I was continued there many years,* but 
was averse to learning, being much inclined to play 
about, with my fellows. 

My dear Mother took great care to instruct me, 
and was a woman that would pass by small faults, yet 
would not wink at sin ; but prevented it in me as much 
as she could, and corrected me for what she found me 
guilty of. I then thought she was too severe , yet I 
have seen contrary many a time since. 
i. 
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THE LIFE OF 

Her practice was before whipping me, to pray earn- 
estly with me, that God would make that correction 
an ordinance tor my good: though I was weary both of 
praying and correcting, yet she carefully attended to 
both, in order to my good. And O what a mercy 
was this ! How many parents are defective in this dut y ! 
How many are there who suffer their children to sin 
without reproof or frown ! But this was far from being 
my case. Bless the Lord, O my soul, for such mercy 
bestowed upon me Ac. 

When I was about nine or ten years old, I remem- 
ber, an Aunt of mine came from Bramley to pay my 
Mother a visit, and spend a Lord's day with us : and 
at noon, after dinner was over, unknown to any of the 
family, I took my Aunt's Horse out of the stable, and 
thought to water him, though it was likely he did not 
need any, but that I had a mind to ride. However, 
the Horse boggled at something and ran away with mei 
till I fell off and lay there. in the high way till word 
was brought to my poor troubled Mother. I was taken 
up for dead ; but being brought home, and means used 
to see if any life was left in me, after a long time they 
thought I began to breathe, and afterwards I recovered 
and came to myself; yet knew I nothing at all of this 
but by information afterwards. O how near was I to 
death at this time ! and had I died then, surely I had 
gone down to the Pit. My Mother who' was tender of 
me, endeavoured to set this providence home upon 
me; but alas! being recovered, without the breaking 
of a leg or arm, or any thing of the nature, I soon 
forgot my danger and deliverance. 
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MR. JOSEPH LISTER. 

As toon as I was capable, I was brought to public 
ordinances, and was carefully examined, what I re- 
membered; and directed how to understand the minister's 
method, and by degrees, got the gift of my memory, 
and pleased my Mother with thai ; for I could bring 
home most, if not all of the heads and particulars in a 
sermon. I also got a Catechism, and several chapters 
and psalm* by heart, and learned to write both long 
hand and characters very well, that so I n»ight be of 
use in the family. 1 went to many funeral sermons, 
lectures and monthly exercises, and constantly repeated 
them, so that I gained speculative knowledge; but no 
impression to purpose was made on my heart all this 
time. 

I well remember, about this time, in the years 1638, 
39, 40, and 41, that godly ministers and christians 
(or puritans as tbey were then called J looked upon 
the times with many sad thoughts, concluding that po- 
pery was likely to be set up, and the light of the gospel 
to be put out. Many ministers were silenced*, ancj a 
great many during these three or four years, were 
packing away into new England, many both men and 
women that I knew; and sad apprehensions had such as 
stayed. O ! what fasting and praying, publickly and 
privately! What wrestling with God was there both 
day and night! Many of those weeping, praying and 
wrestling seasons were kept in my mother's house. 

Those fasts were kept with great strictness and se- 
verity ; not any of us, old or young, eating so much 
as a morsel of bread for twenty four hours) which 
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THE LIFE OP 

(fool and wretch that I was) was a great weariness to 
my carnal heart; with shame and grief would I think 
of it. 

About this time (in the year 164]) did the Rebellion 
in Ireland break out; where were slain many thou- 
sands of protestants of both sexes, of all ages and de- 
grees, with great inhumanity and cruelty. Great fears 
grew upon that, among us in England ; those bloody 
villains giving it out, that what they did there, was by 
the king's commission, and in a little time, the English 
Protestants (or heretics as they called them) must drink 
of the same cup. And it was verily believed it mast 
be so, if God suffered it. And O what fears and tears, 
cries and prayers, night and day, were there in many 
places; and in my dear Mother's house in particular! 
I being then about twelve or thirteen years of age, 
though I was afraid to be kilted, yet was weary of so 
much fasting and praying, and longed to see those nights 
and days over. 

These public fast days were appointed by godly 
ministers, who kept them in their respective places; Mr* 
Wales kept many at Pudsey, which is two miles from 
Bradford ; and thither my godly Mother and all her 
family went constantly upon those days. 

I have known that holy Mr. Wales spend six or 
seven hours in preaching and praying, and rarely go 
out of the pulpit during that time ; sometimes he would 
intermit about one quarter of an hour, while a few 
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.verses of & Psalm Were wing, and then come and pray 

: and preach again. And O what confession of sin did • 
he make ! What prayers* and tears, and wrestlings 
with God were in that place of weepers ! I well 

.remember on one particular fast day kept at Pudsey, 
perhaps about three of the clock, a certain man,( as I 
remember it was John Sugden) came and stood up in the 
Chapel and cried out with a lamentable voice ; "Friends 
we are all as good as dead men I For the Irish rebels 
are coming; they are come as far as Rochdale, and 

.IAttleborough, and will be at Halifax and Bradford 
shortly:' 

Having given this alarm, away he runs, towards 
Bradford again, where the report was spread, (as be 
said) and whence he came out of pity and good will, to 
give us this notice: upon which the Congregation wa» 
all in confusion. Some ran out, others cried aloud, 
others fell to talking to their friends; and the Irish 
massacre being lately acted, and all circumstances laid 
together, the people's hearts failed them with fear, and 
with looking for the issue. The Rev. Mr. Wales, 
desired the congregation to compose themselves as well ♦ 
as they could, while he put himself and them into the 
Jiands of God by prayer ; which he did, and dismissed us. 

But O what a sad and sorrowful going had 
we that evening 2 For we must needs go to Bradford ; 
and knew not but death and incarnate devils miglit 
meet us, and be there before us. O what sad conjee- 
.tuftes and conclusions will< surprising fears make J. Me** 
• thinks- 1 shall never forget this time. ;' • ». 
a2. 
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When we got home, we found friends and neigh* 
boars in our case, and expecting the cutptbroats coining : 
but at last some few horsemen were prevailed with, to 
go to Halifax to k now bow the case stood. Tbej went 
with a great deal of fear, but found matters better w hen 
.they came there : it only proved to be some protestants, 
who had escaped for their lives out of Ireland, This 
news we received with great joy, and spent the residue 
of that night in praise and thanksgiving to God. 

I remember what sad discourses 1. heard about this 
time; the papists being desperate bloody men, andjthoae 
that were put into offices And places of trust, were such 
as would serve the King and his designs at that day. 
All profaneness came swelling in upon us; swearing, 
, sabbath breaking, and profane sports, and that by law. 
The people of God not knowing what the end of these 
things would be, were almost at their wit's end ; par- 
liaments were broken up,' and things were going to 
wreck both in church and state. 

Horse and foot were brought now into the town, and 
quartered in it, who rode round about it, swearing 
what they, would do, like so many blood-hounds; 
mothers anti children expecting; daily that they should 
every one cfcthem be dashed in pieces one against an- 
other. Every one of them now would begin to shift 
for themselves, but they had no way of escape left 
them in tie whole world, that they knew of; some 
made their escape into new England, but they were 
but few, and that too with great difficulty. Some led 
into Lancashire hoping to pass thence ; but all ways being 
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shut up, few could make their escape. The army at 
length marching away for a time, the poor inhabitants 
of death (liker than life) were now laid open to the 
enemy ; what remained but that they should fall a prey 
to the bloody sword of those villains? 

When I was about fourteen years of age, my Mother 
put me apprentice to a godly man at Horton^ near to 
the town of Bradford, where 1 was to be seven years; 
but the civil wars broke out in 1642, and many godly 
men in the town and parish, took up arms for the defence 
of the parliament, which was then in being. My 
Master was a man of good spirit, had a plentiful estate, 
and was an active man about the town ; he engaged 
likewise in the business; and though the King's party 
came sundry times to take the town of Bradford, yet 
they were for a long time happily repulsed. 

But in the year 1643 as I remember, came the Earl 
of Newcastle with a strong army to Wakefield, and 
lay there. 

But methtnks, I should here give a hint by the way, 
how that civil war, that shed so much English blood, 
was brought about. It was in the reign of King 
Charles I, who did, by the constant solicitation of the 
Queen, she being a fast friend to Rome, encourage 
swarms of Jesuits, and evil affected Counsellors, Bish- 
ops and men of great power, to lay their heads together 
to destroy Christ's interest in the nation, and cut off the 
.being, yea, and name of what is dear to Ood and hifpeo* 
pie ; nay and even the lives of all protectants, and too . 
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enslave this land to Rome, tbe mother of harlots, whose 
kingdom is established by blood. These things were 

•to plain, that he must be blind that did not see them v 
the King dissolved the parliament from time to time, 
when they did but touch upon these things (as some of 
the bold, seeing men did, year after year ;) so that now 

* there seemed to be no help nor hope left for England? 

'but that it must shortly be destroyed, as Ireland was- 
already, by a bloody rebellion. 

Now about this time, God put it into the hearts of 
the good people of Scotland, to endeavour to remedy 
-those' evils, well foreseeing the ruin that was hastening 
upon England; and knowing it could not go well with 
them if it were destroyed ; they came at two different 
Jtimeeto Newcastle vad Berwick upon Tweed wkh con- 
siderable -armies, with $e design to prevent our ruin. 

Upon which an army was raised in England to go 
> and flgbt them* and upon what terms tbe Scots returned 
home the first time I cannot tell ; but however, they 
came again shortly ; and the King in person at the head 
f of a great army went to meet them, together with a 
.great number of Noblemen, Bishops and Gentlemen 
in great fury, with a design to fight with, and suppress 
them. ■ . . , • . 

- f What they propounded and required, I know net* 
but Iremember it was said, the English army was not 
i lilly resolfedtu engage. So. a parley was proposed and 
-accepted, to see if peace could be brought about, and if 
the Scots could be sent quietly home again*- 
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After strong debates it was concluded, that the I 
should deliver up the towns 1 they were possessed of, 
-and march their army back again in a peaeeabfo 
manner and then disband it. 

* One of the conditions on the King?* party was, that 
he would in a few days issue out his writs for a free par- 
liament, which should consider of, and in an honourable 
manner, conclude all matters of difference and dissatis- 
faction, especially matters relating to misdemeanor or 
ill government, by any evit counsellors or ministers 
of state. The King according to this condition did call 
a parliament. They had not sat long before they pre* 
sented an humble address, that seeing his majesty had 
given his subjects some discontent, by his so often dis- 
solving of parliament,' they begged he would be pleased 
to sign an act, that they might sit as long as (hey pleased 
without dissolution ; and this he granted: and therein, 
(as God ordered it) they got the staff out of his hand, 
which he could never get again. 

Having got this power, they began to call some evil 
counsellors into question, still laying all mis-government 
at their door. They clapped up some wicked Bishops, 
and Deacons, tried them for their Iive3, and executed 
them ; and likewise some great states-men. I remem- 
ber one above' the rest, called Lord fPenltdorth,* who 
was said to' be one of the greatest politicians in England* 
It was thought he bad but hard measures, being as was 
said, guilty of many crimes, yet no one of theft) alone 
would cut' him off; therefore they made an act, that 

•Earl of Stratford. /. ,. 
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* 4w*such crimes put together, should be high treason; 

..and thus they made him liable to the. stroke of death. 

jwBot thea the difficulty was to get his execution signed, 

. ^'- which the King long refused to do; but being resolved 

to hare him down, they pressed the King, till he was 

pleased to sign it, though he repented it to his dying day. 

There were many things in evil case, and the house 
acted so as did not please the King. But there were 
some wise, bold and resolute men, who now feared no 
colours, and they had a great influence upon the rest 
of the house of commons. The King was not unac- 
quainted with this, and it got out that he intended to go 
to the house with a guard* and apprehend them ; which 
thing afterwards he did, but when he got there, he found 
them not, for the birds had taken wing, and flown. 
By these means the quarrel between the King and 
parliament increased every day. The King being 
grieved that things went so contrary to his designs, 
and the design of his bosom friends, .withdrew, and 
resided at Hampton Court. 

At length the King set out with great swarms of 
Gentry, Clergy, Jesuits and wicked Papists, who were 
ill affected and came to York ; but had. not been there 
long before the Yorkshire gentlemen and others* resol- 
ved to go and petition him to return unto the parliament, 
which they did; but seeing such swarms of bloody 
Papists ridifig about in arms, and swearing like so many 
Devils, what they would do, the petitioners being un- 
armed men, they withdrew, and got away, being yet 
more fearful of the end of these things. 
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Next the Kiog went to Ufa//, and when he came 
there, the gates were shut against him ; the parliament 
having sent Sir J. Hotkam to be governor. Thfeg| 
King called for him, am) commanded him to open the 
gates; but Heikam kneeling upon the wall, told his 
Majesty, he could not do that, and be faithful to the 
parliament, who had commissioned him to the contrary* 

80 his majesty in a rage, marched away his army to 
Nottingham, and there he set up bis standard, and declare 
ed war against tbe parliament, which occasioned them 
to take up arms in order to a defensive war ; for now 
no way was left but to decide the difference by sword. . 
And in this war it fell out, that fathers and sons, and 
many brothers fought one against another, till many 
families were quite ruined. In this war, was poor 
Bradford sadly engaged. The generality of the town, 
and parish and the towns about, stood for the parliament 
and it was made a little garrison ; and though it waa 
not easy to keep it, yet they got bulwarks about it, and 
the Inhabitants were firm to the cause, and to one an* 
other, to the very taking of tbe town. Upon tbeap* 
proach of tbe enemies to invade the town, they sdflt 
men to Bingley, Halifax and the small towns about, 
who came with all speed, with such arms as they had* 
and did much service. 

The enemies lay at Leeds and Wakefield and at Ponr 
tefract Castle and so were near to Bradford. 

I remember one day they came to a Hill called Un- 
dcrcliff, brought two great guns with them and planted 
themagainst the steeple,where we had men with several 
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great guns, that did much execution, when they came 
within their shot. God so ordered it, that a great snow 
jpbower fell just then, and one of the guns burst, and 
so discouraged them that they went away without any 
force of the towns 1 men. Another time they came 
down into Barker end, a place within very little of the 
Church, planted their guns directly against the steeple, 
and so directly up the street called Kirkgate, which in 
ail probability might hare done the town a world of 
mischief. At the same time a stout gallant Officer who 
commanded about four companies of foot, came run- 
ning down a field shaded with a hedge, intending to 
come rushing into the Church, and to cut off the men 
both in the Church and in the Steeple ; but the men in 
the Steeple having a full view of their design, ordered 
a few men to meet them and give them a charge* 
Well, it fell out that they intended to come through a 
room in a House leading to the Church. The commander 
earning first, two of the town's men met him, and struck 
him down. He cried out for quarter, and they, poor 
men, not knowing what the word meant, said they 
would quarter him, and so killed him out right. I 
think they said he was the Bari of Newport, or his Son, 
as I remember. The enemy sent a trumpeter to request 
his corpse the next day, which was delivered unto them. 
He being fallen, that was their Champion, 'birmen 
that followed him thither, were easily driven back to 
the body of their army that stood within a little of where 
their guns were planted ; so presently a panic fell upon 
Sir William Saville their commander, and they did 
not fire a gun any more that I remember, but. plucked 
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up their feet, and ran away to Leeds their < den. The 
town's men fell in the rear of them, and some little 
slaughter was made, but not much. 

Having made this little digression shewing tlie break- 
ing out of the war, I shall say something of its carrying 
on about Bradford. I said before that the Earl of 
Newcastle was come to Wakefield with a strong army, 
intending to overturn the country. My Lord Fair- 
fax, then commander of the parliament's army having 
gathered all the forces under his command, sent into 
Lancashire for some assistance from thence ; some 
troops came and I think some few foot. Sir Thomas 
Fairfax commanded the Horse. 

Well, so it was, that the Earl of Newcastle had 
marched his army as far as Howley-Hall, another den 
of Dragons, and Adwalion ; so my Lord Fairfax got his 
men ready very earlyin the morning, and marched away 
to Adwalton, and charged .them so warmly, that they 
beat them off their great guns, and turned them against 
the enemy and they began to run. But there was one 
Major Jefferies keeper of the ammunition, whoproving 
treacherous, and witholding it from the parliament men; 
who calling, for it and being able to get none, were 
forced to slacken their firing, wjhich the enemy perceiv- 
ing, and very likely having private intelligence of, pre- 
sently faced about, and fell upon Fairfax's men with 
that fury, that they soon regained their guns, and put 
them to the rout, slaying many of them j but as many as 
could escaped to Bradford. ^_ 
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But O ! what a sad discouraging day was that ! All 
the Lancashire men, horse and foot, ran home, and 
could by no means be persuaded to stay in Bradford** 
though my Lord resolved to stay there, and as many 
as had any courage left, stayed also. At last a little 
army was formed up, and got to the works; but Sir 
Thomas Fairfax was forced another away, and so got 
to Halifax with those few troops he had left; and he 
came to Bradford the next day, whose coming did put 
fresh courage into the Soldiers. 

But alas! their joy was but short. The enemy was 
fenoamped at Bowling Hall ; and near the town, on 
that side of it, they had planted their guns against the 
steeple, and they gave it many a sad shake. The towns- 
men had hanged woolpacks at that side of the steeple, 
but the enemy cut the cords with their spiteful shot ; 
and shouted full loudly when the packs fell down. 

But on one Lord's day morning, they beat a drum 
for a parley, and all that day (during the time of the 
parley) they spent in removing their great guns just 
against the heart of the town; so that no way was left 
for any to escape. There were but few men in the 
town, and most of their arms and ammunition were lost 
at Atherton ; they had no match, but wbat was made of 
twisted cords dipped in oil. 

About the going down of the Sun, the parley broke 
up, and off went their murderous guns before the inhabi- 
tants knew, and at the first «hot they killed three merit 
sitting on a bench. All that night it was almost as light 
as day, with the continual firing. 
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In the dead of the night, the captains were called 
and a council held, to determine what was best to be 
done; and it was presently resolved that the soldiers 
should be told r they must shift for themselves* 

The, officers were resolved on making a desperate 
adventure of breaking through the army at the upper 
end of the town, and all that were willing might forth- 
with repair thither. But because my Lord had no 
garrison nearer than Hit//, and now no use could be, 
made of their arms for want of match and powder, he 
would not command the Soldiers to go along with him, 
but leave them ,to their own choice; for he said they 
could no longer keep thejown. So they broke through 
the enemy, and making their way by dint of sword, they 
got away towards Hit//, . Among the rest my good. 
Master (Mr, Sharp,) was one that broke through, but 
having no mind to go so far as Hull, he then left the 
army, and taking towards Lancashire, he got that day 
to a town called Colm v where be staid some time. But 
P! what a dreadful nigbt was that in which Bradford 
was, taken! What weeping and wringing of bands J 
None expected to jive longer than $1 the. enemy came? 
in; the Duke of Newcastle having charged his.rn.en to 
jcill all;, man, woman, and child in the town,, and to, 
give them (Bradford) quarter, for the brave EaHof 
Fwjwf stake* • 

However, God so ordered it before the tdwn was 
taken,, that the Earl gave another command, (viz.) that 
quarter should (begiyen to all. It was generally ,re ? 
ported, that ou the .ItqpL'* day night, eonietbing came lf 
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and pulled the clothes off his bed several times, till he 
had sent out his second order that none should be slain ; 
and then that thing which troubled him went away. 
This I assert not as fact; but this is a truth, that they 
slew very few. Some desperate men wounded several, 
(hat afterwards died of their wounds, but 1 think not 
more than half a score were slain ; and that was a won- 
der, considering what hatred and rage they came withal. 
We were all beholden to God, who tied their bands 
and saved our lives. 

My Master being gone, I sought for my Mother, 
and having found- her } she afld'I and my sister walked 
in the street, not knowing what to do, or which way 
to take. As we walked up and down the street we met 
a young man called David Clarkson leading a horse. 
My Mother asked him where he had been with that 
horse? days he, " I made an attempt to go with tbe 
army, and my brother Sharp, who, broke through the 
enemies 1 league ; but the charge was so hot, I came back 
again, and now I know not what to do." Then said 
I, "pray Mother give me leave to go with David, for I 
think I can lead him a safe way ;" for I being born in 
the town, knew all the by-ways about it. David *ho 
desired her to let me go along with him, so she begged 
a blessing on me, and sent ; me away. I led him to a 
place called Sill Bridge, where a foot company was 
standing; yet I think they did not see us, so we ran on 
the right hand of them, and waded over the water ; and 
hearing a party of horse come down the lane, we laid 
us down in the side of the corn, and they perceived us 
not. It being about day breaking, we stayed here as 
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long as we durst for /ear of being discovered, and then 
stole away under the shade of the hedge, intending, to 
go to a town called Clayton* 

» 
We had before met with two of our troopers who 

had left their horses in the town; with them .therefore 
we went, hoping that we were passed all <langer?; 
when on a sudden, a man $n horse back espied us and 
came riding towards us. We like poor affrighted sheep 
seeing him come fast towards us with a drawjt sword, 
foolishly kept together, and thought to save purse) ves , 
by running; had we scattered he could but have. got 
one of us. He and we were both in one field, and he 
crossed the field and came to us. As it pleased God , 
as I was running by. the hedge side,.. I espied A ibick 
holly tree, and thought, perhaps I may hide. me in this . 
tree and escape ; so I crept into it, and pulled the boughs , 
about me; and presently I heard my, companions , cry 
out for quarter. He wounded .one of them, and took 
them all prisoners, and said ** you were four, where is , 
the other?" but they knew not; so he never looked, 
alter me more. But I have, often, thought since, how , 
easily we might have knocked him down, if we had bad 
but any courage,; but alas! we bad none. 

Haying / pas8edthia,day skulking in the hedges, when , 
it was dark, I betook myself to travelling towards Colne, 
the; place .to which (I jhoijghO my .§004, master was 
gone. , .There I found hkn, and. glad i>;ei;e|W.e to see , 
each other. He.- enquired «of mf,» v as,^ Ija^ ijjtaid jn 
Bradford longer than he did, what waa^Qtje;, and. 
what 1 knew 1 told him. He asked me if I durst go 
b2 
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again to Bradford, and see if I could find my dame, 
and bring him word where she was, and how she did, 
and what was done in the town; ** Yes master ," said 
I," if you please to send me, I am ready and willing." 

So in the Morning he sent me away; and coming to 
Bradford I found some few people,'but toost of the iri- 
habitants were scattered. I lodged in a cellar that 
night. And O ! what a change was there made in the 
town in three days' time! Nothing in the w T orld left to 
edt or drink or lie upon! The streets were full of chaff, 
feathers and meal. The enemies having* encamped 
near Bowling Hall, and having emptied the town of 
what was Worth carrying away, now sat down and sold 
those things that would sell. In the morning I crept 
out of the poor cellar, and walking in the streets, I be- 
gan to inquire for my dame, and at last I heard that she 
and my mother were both well at Halifax. The 
women were gathering meal in the streets, of which 
there was plenty ; for the soldiers emptied the meal* 
sacks into the streets,and filled them with any thing 
they found that was more valuable. I staid not there 
but went to Halifax to see after my dame, and there I 
found her, delivered my. message from my Master, and 
gave her some gold that he sent her. She sent me 
back to my Master desiring him to direct her what to do. 

' So I returned to my Master arid gave him what in- 
formation I could. " Well," said he, u dare you go 
back aj*rfirf to your dame?" "yes Sir," said I, " if you 
please to send me." 
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" Go then," said he, '♦ and tell thy dame to go home, 
and go thou with her. Go to the camp and buy a Cow, 
and get the land mowed. Get help to get the hay, and 
perhaps the enemy will becalled away shortly ." So he 
gave me money to buy a Cow, and other necessary 
things. 

Upon this I returned to my dame ; ah* away we' 
went to Horton. I went and bought a Cow in the 
forenoon, and brought her home ; but before night the 
Soldiers came and took her away from us, and carried' 1 
her to the camp again. Another day she sent me to 
buy another, and so they did also by that. 

Then she sent me *o my Master again, to tell him' 
what was done, and ask his further counsel. He was' 
then troubled, and sent me back, to tell my dame, that 
he was wholly at a loss what to advise her to. do, but 
must leave her to find out the best way, and to act ac- 
cordingly. As for himself, he was now determined 
to remove to Manchester, and if he could find Sir 
Thomas Fairfax, he would fall in with him, and with 
the army. l 

" And as for thee Joseph" says he, u I would have 
thee go and stay with thy dame till I come home, and 
then I will teach thee thy trade ; but if thou hadst rather 
be set free, I leave thee to thy liberty, to make thy own ' 
choice, and I shall be satisfied, for I know not what 
will become of me." " Well then Sir." said I, " I 
choose to be at liberty, and shall seek 1 for another 
master." "It shall be' so,", said lie, "only go 
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home And tell thy dame, what I say; and what we, thou 
and I have done/ 9 " yes Sir," said I, u that I pur- 
posed to do." So I took my leave of him, and returned, 
to my dame, who did sadly resent the tidings that I 
brought her. In a short time after I left her, and in- 
quiring for another master, I found one at Sowerby in 
Halifax Vicarage, where I lived very comfortably all 
the, time of my Apprenticeship, 

In this time I had many convictions, yet I wickedly 
stifled tjiem all. But I remember one Exercise Day 
a£ Halifax,, I was hearing one Mr. Briscoe, preach 
from that scripture, in 1 Pet. II, 12. last clause ; "They 
may by your good works, which they shall behold, 
glorify God in the. day of Visitation." Having laid 
down this Doctrine, " that all persons that live under 
t^e gospel have a day of visitation.;" he said, " this is 
but, a day, and may be lost, and if once lost, all the 
angels in heaven and the saints on earth can not help, 
that. bouL" Tp prove this truth, he brought that scrip- 
ture jn the 1 5t)i of Jeremiah ; "thenjaid the Lord unto 
nit, though Moses and Samuel stood before me, yet my. 
mind could not be toward this people." This fell like a . 
thunderbolt upon me, and I went home with a troubled 
heart. "And whc«e case can ihis))e but niipe? 1 ' thought 
I 9 "and if. God'spiuo* cannot lje ,toward> me, I am for , 
ever undone." In jtfris stajte \ went a long.tyne ; but . 
t^ie jtime of my Apprenticeship being ou{, ,1 boarded < 
with one Isaac Piatts, about two years, and traded f)pr i 
mjself. My souj Awudle jbegan to wear pff^ as I was), 
taken up with ottyer, things ; for jnj waster's tfaugl^r , 
and I, having witl) aiy master^ e^rqljaiion been.)^. 
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miliar, and I having affection for her, it took up too 
much of my time and thoughts. Yet as my Mother was 
not satisfied, this partly weaned me from her, especially 
as I had some fears, that she would prove too much like 
her Mother, who was a woman of the most frozen, ill 
contrived temper, I think, that ever was. She was 
always fretting and quarrelling with my master, a man 
surely of the most sweet, and obliging carriage that 
could be. "And" thought I, "how shall I ever bear 
such heart-breaking work, as is so frequent in our 
-family V* This lay with such pressing weight upon my 
spirits especially when the time drew near, that we 
should put it to an issue, that I durst not go on, but 
quite broke offthe connection to the great dissatisfaction 
both of her, and my master, and dame; though I never 
durst tell my Dame, that the cause of it lay so mueh at 
the door of her unworthy carriage to her husband. In 
a little time I fell sick, and so came home to my 
mother at Bradford ; and then were my soul troub- 
les, and fears more sharp and piercing than before ; 
and the apprehension of the approach of death made 
them cut still more deeply. In that agony I lay some 
weeks, held under the burden of guilt and wrath, and 
a death-jhreatening distemper. Vet at last, God was 
pleased to step in with light and love, and clear satis- 
faction ; so that I could not forbear crying out, "He is 
come !" This made the affliction on my body the more 
light and easy the remainder of the time that I was 
under it. And in this sweet sense and comfort I walked 
many days ; yet had I many clouds, fears and doubts 
afterwards. 
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Being recovered of this distemper, I returned to my 
old Landlord's, paid some debts and so disposed of what 
I had; and not having much left I came to Bradford, 
and told my dear Mother what case I was in, for this 
world; that I had traded away what I had. '-And what 
tbinkest thou to do now"? said she. "Why", said I, 
''Mother with your good leave, I would go tq London ; 
perhaps I may there get a place to serve some Gen- 
tleman." That she was willing to do, yet she called 
jn some good men, and desired they would first seek 
the Lord for my direction and guidance in this' afiair, 
which they willingly did; ami in the close of the day, 
having laid all circumstances together, they gave their 
toougbtB; that, though it was a place of great danger, 
of sin and snares, yet there being many Godly persons 
there, and choice ordinances, God might have a design 
of mercy towards me ; and so moved for my going, 
which pleased me well. 

So I went to Sotcerty \o a London carrier, a good 
conditioned man: and it fell out, that another young 
man, one of my acquaintance, was going, with him that 
journey, and glad we were both of going together. 

. The day being <;ome, my dear Mother sent mt away, 
though she was loath to part with me, She told me, I 
might live well enough on my land *t firadfprd, being 
about Ten pounds a year ; yet I left her and my two 
Sisters, and went to meet the carrier and my fellow 
traveller. Having so done, we travelled, together to 
the City. Jonathan WaUh (for so was the yqi}ng 
feian's name,) went as I did, with a purpose to serve 
some Gentleman. 
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Being come thither, and in the Inn, God so ordered 
it that there happened to be two Gentlemen there, who 
began to say something to the carrier about a man that 
might wait upon one of them. Says the carrier, "there 
came up two young men with me that want places, and 
I durst be bound for one of them/ 1 So they desired 
him to call for that, which he commended. He came to 
the stairs-head and called for me. I went, not knowing 
the meaning thereof; and being come into the room, 
he Tone of the gentlemen) asked me, if I wanted a place 
of service. "Yes Sir," said I* u if I can meet with a 
good place ; but Sir," said I, "they almost discourage 
me with telling me, that there are so many bad, and so 
few good places." "That is true," said he "there are 
too few good; but what employment are you for? 11 
"Sir," said I, "I may choose my Master, but will sub- 
mit to any employment that a good man will set me to. 9 ' 

"You say well;** says be, "will you come and take 
a trial what a Master I am, what -a house I keep and 
what your business shall be 7" "Sir," said I, "here I 
am a stranger ; 1 desire to gratify my eyes a few days, 
and then I shall take a trial, (God willing.)" Then the 
other man spoke and said, "this gentleman that has 
been speaking to you is my Father-in-law and we live 
near together, you therefore need not be discouiiged 
but come as you say to my Father % and it is likely *»e 
of us my give you content." "Well Sir," said I, 
"I am a little surprised with mis remarkable providence 
at my entrance into the City, and among strangers and I 
purpose to come on Monday ; for to morrow isa-pub- 
lic fast-day, which I intend to keep as well as I can, and 
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the three days after, I intend to move up and down 
the City/ 9 As I thought the Son took more notice of 
this than the Father, I liked him the better, yet I thought 
to make trial of the Father first. 

Having thus far proceeded, I took my leave of them, 
and went to look for my feliorvv traveller, hut he was 
gone into the City, and so I did not see him. — The 
next day being a fast-day, I went to Alderman-bury, 
where Mr. Calaniy was Pastor. Two preached and 
three prayed; and Mr. Simeon Ash, concluded with 
prayer. Now I thought God had brought me into 
Goshen a rich and fat pasture. 

The next week, I spent in going to White-HaU^ the 
Exchange, and the Tower, and thought I saw every 
thing that -was worth seeing. On the Lord's day, I 
went to hear at Mr. Calamy's place again, where Mr. 
Ash was an assistant to Mr. Calatny. In the after- 
nqon be went to Hackney, and preached with Dr. 
Spurslow. 

. On Monday, I went to Hackney to my old gentle- 
man's ; but when I came there, it proved to be a school, 
for young gentlewomen to team to play, sing and dance ; 
which did not at all suit with me. However, J shuffled 
over three or four days, as well as I could, and then 
told the old gentjeman; I thought I must, leave bim; 
the which he took ill, and told roe my business would 
be easy. AH I had to do, was only to go into the, 
City, and carry or bring any message from the parents 
of the young gentlewomen, that were scholars there. 5 
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And on the Lord's day to carry their bibles to the 
Church, and bring them home at night; and for my 
wages, he would give me five pounds a year, and the 
rales of the bouse would be as much more. 

But that contented me not, though the wages were 
more than I expected, yet I could not be satisfied with 
the employment ot that house, especially as they had 
no family duties morning or Evening. So when he 1 
could not persuade me to stay, he desired me to go to 
his Son's. As I was a little acquainted with hhnr in 
these few days, I took my leave of the old man, and 
went to the young man's house. 1 found the master 
to be a very good man, but the mistress was as bad. 
She opposed praying, what she could, and would al- 
ways be in bed both morning and evening at the 
time of prayer ; which was a great affliction to my 
good master. 

There were also two maids, such swearers, cursers, 
aid enemies to that which is good, as I have seldom-, 
known. "Alas !" thought I, "sure I am got into the 
suburbs of Hell, and it will be my wisdom to haste 
Away from hence; and if I cannot find some family 
better than this, it is best for me to think of returning 
to Bradford again. 1 * ♦ So I told my master one morn-* 
ing I thought I must leave him; "O no, v says he, "by 
no means ; yon shall not leave me; tfhat'i* the matter? 19 
•♦Sir, 11 said 1,^1 cannot like, and I pray you, give me 
l&Ve'fo go away." So he pressed me to* tell him my 
Reason; and if any thing in his family, was not to my 
aatfefactfon, it should be mended. * ; Sir, ^ 'said I," 
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"it is not meet to reproach your family ; yet this I 
will say, though I was born in Yorkshire in that cold 
north quarter of England, yet there was the worship 
of God set up; religion and holiness were held in es- 
teem ; and proianeness and wickedness discountenanced 
and banished ; I looked for belter things in this warm 
southern climate, than yet. I find ; and if all families be 
like those I have met with, I will go and return to the 
place from whence I came ; for I think there is more 
of the power of godliness to be met with there. But 
Sir* I hope you will pardon my plainness; I do not 
mean to reflect upon you. I must needs say, I love your 
person, and, your conversation; but your family doe* 
not consist of such persons as I was bred up amongst, 
$nd therefore I beg leave of you to go away." He per- 
suaded me to stay a few days more, which I did, and 
then we parted J he wished me God speed, and gave- 
me seven shillings. 

I returned to the Inn again, but found that, the 
young man my companion was gone, back again to 
Yorkshire, not finding any encouragement ; and I knew/ 
not, but that I must follow him, when the carrier came 
up. But one day, I resolved again to see WestmintMr 
and Wtiii&HplU and walked over the Park to Su 
James's ; and there were a major and a captain exer- 
cising their men. The captain drew off his men, and 
marched away ; so I drew near to the other, and looked 
with all my eyes, and I perceived the major took some 
notice of me. By and by, he came walking to me, 
and asked me, if I had any desire to be a soldier, "no. 
Sir," said I, "I have no military spirit." "Well,: 



Digitized by LiOOQ IC 



MR. JOSEPH LISTER. 2? 

says he, "what makes you be in the City, for I see you 
are a Country-man." "Sir," said 1," my desire is to 
serve some Gentleman, if I could light on a good man 
and a good family." "Well, "says he," go along 
with me to my quarters." So he ordered another offi- 
cer to dispose of the soldiers, asked me several questions, 
and at last told me ,there was a gentleman with him lately 
wao was enquiring if any of his soldiers had a mind to 
leave the army, and betake themselves to private places; 
and says he, "I knew of none then; but perhaps, I may 
see him again shortly, and if he be not provided for, 
tell me where you lodge, and 1 will let you know." 
So I thanked him, and went away, scarcely believing 
that I should hear any more of it. But God had a 
hand 6f mercy in it, that I was not aware of; for the 
next morning, (save one,; by the time I was well come 
down from ray bed-chamber, came a Soldier and enquir- 
ed forme ; and being come to him, he told me bis major 
had sent for me to come to his quarters, at Wkite»HaiI r 
but he told me nothing of the business. I went With 
him and came to the Major. He asked me if I* bad 
got a place; "no Sir," said I, "I have not." " Well," 
said he, "the gentleman of whom I spoke to you the 
other day, was with me yesterday, and if you -please to 
go and speak with him, my sergeant shall go along witfi 
you to the Custom House; there you will' 'find him." 
*Bir ," said I, "your kindness is great to me, being a 
stranger; t heartily thank you." 

So the sergeant brought me fo the gentleman. ■ His 
name was Mr. Kye; and the sergeant told him, his 
major had sent hioa with me, who was ^he man they 
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talked of last night, Mr. Eye took us to a tavern, and 
ca|!o4 for sack; and having well drunk, he sent the 
sergeant away. He then l?id me come to the Custom 
House about four o'Clock, and wait on him, and I should 
know more of bis mind* So I did, and after I bad 
stopped some time, he came from his business, and led 
Die quite away out of the City, to Islington Field, and 
jlben beginning to talk with me, he told me, it was not 
himself, but his mother-in-law that wanted a man. "But,' 
says he, "be not dismayed for she is a good woman, and 
you will have a good place, if you stay w.ith her. . Ac 
present, her summer-house is in High Gate, whither we 
are,going." 

Then he asked me some questions, as to what I knew 
of a work of grace upon my heart; what I thought of 
many scriptures; and what my judgment was, asto differ- 
ent things in religion; whether I was a baptist, *. pres- 
byterian, a congregationalist or what? These questions 
J answered, according to my knowledge and apprehen- 
sion. At last having come to the house, he led me 
into the kitchen, and went himself into the Hall, where 
bis mother and his wife were. After salutation, J heard 
him say, "mother I have brought you a new man." 
"That is well done, 11 said she, "if he be a good one. n 
"I hope well of bim, 11 says he, "however you may 
make trial of him. 11 So by and by, I was called into the 
, Hall, and the old gentlewoman asked me, what country- 
man I was. "A yorkshire man. 11 said I, "a widow's 
son there. 11 "What occasioned your coming to Lon- 
don, and leaving your mother, being a widow?" 
"Trujy, 11 said I, "having served my apprenticeship, I 
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thought to become a tradesman, and hoped to live upon 
it; but I went, and saw I could not buy, and sell and 
get gain, as other men could, and was afraid to run into 
debt, and so in good time gave over, and came to 
London with a design to put myself into the posture of a 
servant if it would please the Lord to dispose of me into 
some good family." 

"Well," said she, "you and I are strangers; are 
you willing to stay here a month? and we shall have a 
trial of each other ; and if I like you not, then I will 
pay you well for that month, and so we will part/ 9 
"Yes," said I, •'your proposal pleaseth me well." So 
I went into the Kitchen again, till supper-time, and 
made observation of the man that she had, how he did, 
and I thought I could do as he did, well enough. 

But on the morrow I told Mr. Kye, that had I known 
that my mistress had had a man, I should not have 
been willing to come. He told me, I need not be 
troubled; "for my mother," says he, "has given 
him warning to provide himself another place. He is 
so* rn love with strong drink and bad company, that his 
stay has been burdensome to my mother long ; but that 
she could not light upon another to her mind." So I 
was' satisfied; neither did the man appear to be angry 
with me at all. 

Thus did God in his providence 1 pfovide for mV'by 
- strangers. In two days' time the man went away/, and 
in the mean while, my mistress told me whaV'm^ em- 
ployment was to be: (viz.) to wait' upon lier a? the 
c2 
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table; bring the table cloth, and spread it; lay on 
trenchers, salt, and bread ; then set bet a chair, bring 
the first dish to the table, and desire her to sit down ; 
aud so wait, till she called for all or any thing ; then 
to fetch another dish, and clean trenchers, and wait till 
she had done ; then take off, and draw the table, carry 
away her seat; and the two maids and I might feed 
upon what she left. She told me, that I should wait 
on her to hear Sermons, almost every day, which I 
did. I always writ the sermons, and repeated them* 
And as I did at noon, so I did at night, at supper, and 
all my work was done : and this was my business day 
after day. 

Thus God provided time enough, where I enjoyed 
rich and fat ordinances; for she would hear the best 
preachers. O what cause have 1 to wonder at the 
merciful providences of God, in a strange place ! now 
the month being out, and Mr. Rye being at heme ; 
(for he stayed mostly with Oliver Cromwell, and the 
godly officers of the army, and did but come on Saturday* 
night;) my mistress called me into the Hall, and said 
"Joseph, now the time that we appointed for trial is 
over ; how do you like ?" "Alas mistress," said I, "it 
is a small matter how I like ; the hinge upon which my 
going or staying, is, how you are satisfied with me. 1 ' 
44 Well," says she, "in a few words, I must tell you, I 
like you well, and shall not be willing to part with you . 
if a reasonable quantity of wages will please you." 

"I am glad of that," said I, " for I like so well of 
your person and my employment, that I shall not be 
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witling to leave your service ; and as for wages, prove 
me a year, if ad long I live, and at the end thereof give 
me what you please." u You say well, and like a ser- 
vant that intends to be faithful? and you shall fare no 
worse for leaving it to me; only, 14 says she, "I expect 
that you be finer in your apparel, for you see, you and 
I must go among many great persons." "Indeed," 
said I, "my inclination is to be fine enough, if 1 had 
. wherewith to maintain it. 11 "0,"says she, "1 will main- 
tain you not as your mother's son, but as my servant." 

Upon which she bid me call for the maid ; who being 
come, she ordered her to bring the apparel to her, that 
she had fetched. So she gave me a hat, bands, doublet, 
coat, breeches, stockings, shoes and a Cloak , also a 
doxen pair of CufU^ saying, "what ever I give you at 
the years 9 end, you shall have these things freely given 
you. 1 ' So I gave ber hearty thanks, and went my way. 
Thus the providence of God ordered for my good. 
Here I had an easy life, brave ordinances, a great deal 
of time, and ten pound wages, and many great gifts 
both from my mistress and from Mr. Kye. 

Qod was pleased, many a time, to meet with my 
heart in ordinances both by way of conviction and con- 
solation: but above all the rest, under Mr. Colljngs, 
from Gal. 2. xx, "Who loved me, and gave himself for 
me." Herein he spoke of the freeoess of Christ's love 
to vile sinners, yea, the very worst of. sinners, in three 
things: 1. That is free love, that was never desired. 
2. That is free love, that was never deserved* 3. That 
is free love, that can never be requited. 
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O bow these particular's suited my case, as if the 
sermon had been fitted for none bat me* ! And how did 
it soften and melt my hard heart ! I scarce knew how 
I got home. In this comfortable state of mind, I went 
many days. I also met with something encouraging 
under Mr. Griffith and Mr. Venning. I had a brave 
time of it, during my stay while I was in the city, 
and I heartily wished my stay might be long. But 
having been a little short of three years, to the satisfac- 
tion of my mistress, as well as to my own, my dear 
mother grew impatient of my staying, and sent letter 
after letter, importuning me to come to Bradford. I 
at last told my mistress, and shewed her some of the 
letters, which! she did but resent sadly, being loath to 
part with me. 

She made me very great offers of kindness to per- 
suade me to stay with her i yet at last she submitted, 
and gave me leave to go ; but would often tell me, that 
•none other should have got me from her. 

When I -left her, I went with a friend, who solicited 
me to go to one Alderman Andrews, who offered to 
to give me ten pounds a year from the report he had of 
-me; and if he liked me, he/ would not stick at giving 
me twenty pounds a year V and when ever I left hhn 
ha would promote me to some place of (rust and profit. 
But my duty to my mother, carried me against the 
stream aBd tide of pleasure, ease and profit : so that I 
came down to my native soil again, having been under 
GodYblesstrig to a* wonder. 
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Having got a little money, I went and bought a 
house of Mr. Home, and thither J removed my dear 
mother; and she and land one sister, lived there to- 
gether some years. 

Afterwards Samuel Bailey a worthy man, and good 
friend of my mother's, by his solicitation had prevailed 
to get her consent, that I should go to the north, to 
a place called Gretam Hospital to be a steward for 
Jus wife's father, called. Qaptflin Askwitk, over a. place 
worth four or five hundred pounds a year* which the 
parliament had given hkn, for what he. had laid out in 
raising a troop, and maintaining it in the war. To 
this place and employment I went, and I bless God, I 
did discharge my duly faithfully, and to the great sa- 
tisfaction of my master, so that he himself said he never 
saw a finer account in all his life. 

, Here I stayed, scarcely two years. It is true, I had 
jpower and authority enough, having all the servants 
at command and all that was my master's to dispose of. 
All the inhabitants of the town were my master's ten- 
ants, and, I in, a remote sense was set over them, to 
receive rents* agree with them for renewing leases, 
repairs of houses, and what fell out any way to dispose 
and order. But, O! what a. world of business had I 
to go through; having to go to markets to buy and sell 
Cattle and Corn; some thousands of bushels of corn to 
sell to the merchants, to go to the sea ; so that my hands 
were full all the day, all the summer time especially ; 
and all. thaj I did, I writ, down at night, before I 
went to bed, so that I got very little sleep. 
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I remember due flight, I was writing at ft little table 
hi my chamber having a wax candle burning, and I 
dropt asleep ;. but by good- providence, one of the 
maids being late up, and coming near my chamber, as 
she went to bed, thought there was a greater light in 
my chamber than usual, and called me ; presently I 
wakened, and saw my candle all on a flame : it had 
made some impression on the table, yet I was able quick- 
ly to> put it out, and prevent any further danger or 
harm. Bless the Lord, O my soul, for this mer- 
ciful providence! This proved an effectual warning to 
me ever after. Whenever I felt myself inclined to 
sleep, by stopping up; by taking two or three turns 
in my chamber, I could shake it off, and so to my 
business again. We had but poor preaching here, 
which made me think of what I formerly had at London, 
whither I had at many times a thought of going again ; 
I declared my purpose to a merchant at Hartlepool, to 
Whom I sold great quantities of com, that had a ship, 
and traded much to London with corn and butter, (it 
being a very fruitful country,) and he offered to take 
me free in his ship; and there I might have been in 
two or three days, if the wind was fair. Yet I could 
not get my heart to it, without my mother's knowledge, 
and good leave. But air my thoughts of that nature 
tore soon put to an end. Having one day occasion to 
go to Hartlepool to receive, a good quantity ofinoney 
of the merchant aforenamed, it proved a rainy dayA 
on the same day the head officers of that town met about 
some weighty matters, and this merchant being mayot 
that year, was there, and stayed late ; I had my money 
to receive after he came, which made me late in the 
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evening. Now near the town was a little arm of the 
sea, which was low when the tide was gone, so that one 
might wade ft, and it would bat take one to the knees: 
but when the tide was out a good large vessel might 
ride therein. Now had it been light, I conld hare 
known by sloops weather I could cross it with safety, 
or not; and if not, I could have taken another way, 
though it was two miles about. But as it was dark, 
I sat on horse back at the side, debating with myself 
what to do. I knew that the way about, was exceeding 
deep and dirty, and I should be starred in going that 
way and my head ached sadly. On the othei hand, x I 
concluded the tide was so far out, that it was dangerous 
to venture over there. Yet thought I again, could I 
but get through to the sand though with difficulty, I 
may gallop home in a little time. Yet had I many 
fears, for I bad one time before ventured when the 
tide was high ; but though it was going back, and there* 
fore weaker, and though it was in the day-time, yet 
then I was taken off my horse, and laid on my back, 
my cloak bearing me up : but the seamen seeing me, 
came quickly to my assistance with a boat, and took me 
in aud saved my life. 

. O! what a hand of mercy did appear in this! .One 
would think I should never have forgotten it ; and yet 
within half a year's time, I made this foolish and des- 
perate adventure again. 

Well, in I went, but by the time I had got fifteen or 
twenty, yards in the ^vater, I would have given a king- 
dom if I had had one, to have been out again; but I 
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durst by no means turn my horse about, if I had, 
surely I had been lost. Every wave did flow so high, 
that my boots and pockets were fufl; great streams 
went, over the horse's neck, and behind me in the 
saddle. "Now," thought I. "my life is gone; my horse 
can never be able to swim over to the other side ;" and 
I looked that every wave that came rolling upon him 
and me, should drive us down, having no outward helps 
or means to save our lives; but only as the waves came, 
I endeavoured to bear his head as well as I could, and 
set his breast against them, lest coming upon his side 
they should force him down. 

But alas! what poor belp could that afford me! 
Then cried J unto the Lord, who can do every thing; 
and I thought with myself, "though I be in the sea, yet 
I am not in the whale's belly, and if I was, yet he can 
command deliverance for me ; I depend upon his abili- 
ty ;" and though I expected to be cast away by every 
new wave, yet the Lord bad me in his hand all the 
while, and though I began to sink in my spirit by fears, 
yet God enabled the horse te grapple with it, and swim 
to the far side. Even then 1 was so borne down with 
fear, that though 1 was safely delivered, and on the 
sand, yet could I hardly believe or tell where I was ; 
but God's almighty arm had brought me safe to dry land. 
O ivbat a wonderful deliverance was this ! Bless the 
Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me praise his 
holy name. 

I hasted home in a sad bath ; I sent a man to take 
special care of the horse, called one maid to warm a shirt 
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another to warm my bed, and a third to get me some* 
thing hot to drink, hoping to secure myself from harm. 
So to bed I went, and got some little sleep; but in the 
morning I was so sick and ill I could not rise. 

Now began all food to be distasteful onto me. That 
day and the next night, my appetite and sleep departed 
from me; so I sent my water to a physician, who : jent 
me word, he could then make no judgment of my case, 
but I was to send my water the next day, and he would 
give his thoughts; so I did; and then also he said, he 
could not tell what the distemper should be, except the 
person bad been under some overpowering fear. All 
this while, he knew nothing of my being in the water ; 
but I well understood both my .danger and fear had 
been great, almost too great for me. . 

In a short time, I fell into a violent fever, jn which 
after I had lain some weeks in great extremity, and 
the doctor would advise me nothing, but some easy 
cordial, I desired him to give me his bill, for I was 
purposed to make use of another. Although I was not 
against cordials for relieving and strengthening nature, 
yet I thought it very proper te have some working 
physic, that might be likely to weaken and remove the. 
distemper, which he was not willing to give me. 

, So having paid him off, I sent to a physician at Dur- 
ham, twelve miles off. He was a good man, 1 believe ; 
and they said, a young convert: his name was Dr. 
Tunstale. He sent me something by my messenger, 
and said, he would come on the morrow to see me, 

D. 
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which he-did. He first let meblood, And gave me what 
he thought proper ; and God so blessed his prescripti- 
ons, that I did soon recover. * 

But one warm sunshiny day, I desired to be helped 
down the stairr; and being down, I longed to go into the 
garden, and did so a few minutes, but soon repented my 
follji; for the next day I was confined to my bed, and 
much worse than ever before. So I sent to the doctor 
again, and when he came and bad consulted with me 
a little, he was much discouraged ; concluding my case,, 
far more dangerous than it was before. Yet I desired 
him to do his best for me, and the will of the Lord be 
done. I new lay a long time in a languishing condi- 
tion, expecting nothing but death ; and being easy and 
well satisfied about my future state was borne up 
comfortably. But one day the doctor told my master's 
daughter, that if 1 had any friends or relations that 
would wish to see me alive, it were wisdom to let them- 
know ; for now he despaired of my life. "Oh Sir," 
says she, *• he hath an own mother, but it is threescore 
miles off, or near it."- "Alas," says he, "I fear he 
will be gone shortly." However she sent a man with 
all speed to Bradford, to my. dear inother ; and she, and. 
a brother-in-Iawthat I had, came all that tediousjourney.. 

8he found me alive, bat I did not know her ; yet in 
two day s.I was a little better, and knew my dear mother. 
I believe it did me much good, and helped on my recov- 
ery to have her with me ; for after pbe came I was better, 
but was still exceeding low ; and after all this, I fell into; 
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.an ague, and did shake twelve weeks. Then the 
doctor told me, that unless my own native air would be 
of use to me, I was a dead man. So as soon ap I could 
conveniently, I resolved to try if by short and easy 
journies, I might possibly get home. I took my tove 
' pf my. friends at Gretham, and rid upon an easy-going 
horse, haying two men to attend me : and though I waft 
Jike a skeleton, and weary of riding about ten miles a 
day, and sinking by the way (the last fit of it being at 
Knaresborough) yet at length I got homes and God so 
graciously ordered it, that there I shook hands with that 
shaking distemper, and I never had the least symptom 
of it since to this day. O what mercy was that which 
(God shewed towards me ; How often have I stood 
wondering at it! 

' There was a man that been used to trade at Hartle- 
pool weekly, and who bad many years known when 
the water was rideable, yet adventuring in as I did* 
iwlb he and his horse were lost. This happe ned in the 
time when I lay sick, and they told me When he was 
f Grind, the fishes had eaten his. bands and face. This 
might-have been my cas* rather tban bis, yet he was 
lost and I was saved. 

t O that! could now live to God more than ever I did, 
had prepare for toy last summons! 

Being now got to Bradford among my old christian 
friends, they assisted me in returning a thank-offering 
ribto the Lord ; as I had been under a serifs of gracious 
and merciful providences, for a long time past. I had 
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my case then sweetly spoken to, by one Mr. Pearson, 

from Luke xiii. 24, "Strive to enter in at tAe strait 
gate Sf c. 

Notv Ming come home, and about; thirty years of age, 
I began'to think of changing my state by marriage. 
I desired my dear mother's counsel in that ease, I 
also consulted with and begged the advice of christian 
friends, who commended to me one Sarah Denton, a 
young virgin, that I knew not. She was the daughter 
of John Denton, a gracious, holy man. I endeavoured 
to come to the knowledge of her by face, which I did, 
and liked her very well. Having my honoured mother's 
approbation and good liking, after some time spent m 
prayer about it, I waited for an opportunity to speak to 
her father ; and having been at an exercise at Bradford, 
I walked up the town with biih, and told him I had heard 
a good report of his daughter Sarah and my friends 
thought she might be a suitable wife for me, so I begged 
his good leave and consent, to speak to her, in order 
thereunto. He told me, he was very willing, and I 
should be welcome to his house on that errand, when 
ever I pleased; for which I thanked him. "But," 
said I, "two words more give me leave to speak.** 
"Well," said be, "say on." "Why," said I, "though 
I have heard much in praise of your daughter, yet I 
have no personal knowledge of her ; if 1 be net satisfied 
when I come to discourse with her, will it not offend 
ypuif I let her alone, and proceed no further f" 

' "No, no*" says he, "you shall; be welcome to talk 
with her at a»y time, and act according to your own die* 
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credo* * add tf.yougo no farther in Che affair, I shall 
berfttbfied." 

Upon this bottom and encouragement, 1 went one 
afternoon, aad the good man was just coming into the 
fold; so he Jed me into the house. I told him, be 
Biigbt easily imagine* what made me be there ; and he 
. said, I wpu* welcome. So we walked into the chamber, 
and he told me his daughter was making hay, but be 
would go to her, and send her. She had not the con- 
fidence to come to me alone, but her elder sister came 
with her, she being of no bold spirit. 

I conversed with her that time and many times after- 
wards, and found her to be a woman of clear experi- 
ence, and of a sweet natural temper: after some time 
spent in this way, she and I were well satisfied in each 
other; 

We acquainted her father and my good mother, tliat 
it was our purpose to go together ; and that our desire 
was, that if there was any thing by them further to be 
done, with respect to portions, it might de done. Upon 
which, John Denton aforesaid, and Joshua Bailey, his 
• brother-in-law, came to my mother's house to consult 
about it; and after a short preamble, my mother told 
them my portion was well known, being those houses 
and land. which lay altogether in that end of the town; 
for money (she knewj I had but jittJe. "And now," 
(said Joshua Bailey) "brother, you must tell Sarah 
what you will give your daughter." "Well^ says 
he, "1 ha$e as >ou kuow three daughters, aiul 1 pqi pobe 
I). 2. 
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to give them all alike ; bat what it may be, I know not % 
bat however above one hundred pounds. w WeU^«aye 
my good mother, "I do heartily give ray son to your 
daughter, with what he hath, or I can help him to ; 
and you also must give your daughter for a wife to my 
eon heartily and cheerfully ; and as for a portion give 
her what you please, for I am satisfied; I hope my 
son will find all that, in your daughter that I have de- 
sired and looked for." 

Thus all concerned were satisfied ; then I asked, 
when they would have us to put an issue to it by 
marriage ; but they left us to our liberty, when we saw 
it convenient. So both sides having got something 
ready, we resolved upon a day. Now at this time there 
was a law, that Justices could marry persons. So we 
purposed to be married first by a Justice more privately, 
and went to Halifax to Justice Farrer. None but my 
bride and three or four relations were present. We 
-brought the bride home to her Father's house again, and 
there I left her for fourteen days when we intended to 
have our friends together. An uncle of mine, Mr. 
Edward Hill, offered to give us a wedding sermon and 
after the sermon to marry us, both which he did; and 
so we were settled in our own house, and my mother 
left us in convenient time. 

By my wife I bad two sons, David and Accepted ; 
and though she made no noise in the world, yet I think 
she was one of the meekest, wisest and holiest women, 
that lived in the days of her pilgrimage. Though I 
might have bad a great deal more wealth with another, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



MR. JOSEPH LISTER. 43 

yet I was always abundantly weH satisfied* in the choice 
that God made for me in her. What a knercy was it 
that the moving providence of God did both direct me 
to this Wonian, (to me unknown) and ordered all the 
concurring circumstances, to the great satisfaction of 
ourselves, and parents on both sides ! 80 great goodness 
hare I shared in ! 

Having been married something above a year, my 
wife was safely delivered of a son, whom we called 
' David, and did dedicate him to the Lord's work arid 
service in the ministry, if he would please to accept of 
him. He was kept at school ; but Was gteatly disad- 
vantaged for some years by bad masters; '• But at length 
he fell under the care of a good one, although he was 
boarded from home near five years ; at the end of 
which time I got Mr. Noble to examine him who 
thought him to have been well instructed. But in a 
little time that master, (whose name was Sturdy) left 
the school, and became a popish Priest. I was then 
at a loss, but I went to Morley, where Mr. Noble 
taught school at that time, and put my son under his 
■ care, who was a diligent faithful man. There, my son 
profited much, and was soon fitted for university learn- 
ing: but not having convenience of disposing him at 
that time, he stayed another year, and learned logic 
with him, in which be was a good proficient. Before 
he went to Mr. Frankland, at his coming from Morley 
he gave me very satisfactory accounts of a work of grace 
upon his heart; on which account, I hoped Ood had 
designed him for some service in his house. 
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Having made way for hi* going to Mr. Fraaklend's, 
I sent bun thither, in the seventeenth year : of his age 
There he had stay ed about three years and a half, when 
Mr. FVankleod sent a messenger to inform me that nj 
son was fallen sick of a fever, and was dangerously 
ill; so I went to see him; and found him very weak* 

I stayed about a week with him, and all that time 
he seemed better; and as there was great probability 
of his recovery, I returned home. But as it was the 
beginning of winter, I thought it best for him to come 
home, and having given orders for his coming when able 
to travel* I left him in expectation of his following me 
in convenient time. 

But in fourteen days time our hopes were cut off; for 
Mr.tKrftBkland sent another .messenger to inform us 
: that he was worse and desired me to go again, which 
1 did, and got thither on Thursday in the afternoon. 

My son was glad to see me, yet feared I should 
. get my death by these long. Jewries* being very cold, 
i frosty, and snowy weather ; hut he was grown exceed- 
• ingiy week ; though he. continued very sensible to the 
end of to sickness, which was onSeturday in the eve- 
ning, when be breathed out his soul into the hands of 
' God, being very cotafcrtable in his last moments. He 
. was in the twenty-first year of b* age, .having preached 
three times to grant satitleetioB* 

So I had the happiness to be with km at his death, 
and I writ a letter to my dear wife that night, anil sent 
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it to her on the Monday; and on the Tuesday, I laid 
him in his grave at Kendal. 

On the thursday following I got home again;, and 
blessed be Gad, I found that ray dear wife was much 
resigned in/ her spirits, and was helped- to carry her 
affliction so much like a christian, as made many wonder. 
The Lord was wonderfully gracious and kind to her 
in it, for I often feared, it would have broken her heart ; 
yet ahebore it with great and sweet submission to the 
.wall of God; being comfortably satisfied that he was 
landed safe in glory. A. long time before this, both 
my' dear wife and myself were admitted into the church 
aft Kippiny with which we walked satisfyiagly many 
years. The church had called one Mr Whitetrust to 
•be their pastor, who gave content some years; yet 
be proved at last so wedded to the doctrine of the king* 
dom of Christ (aahe called it) together with some other 
notions of his own, from which he could not be got, 
that be caused a breach in the church. Some withdrew 
fron^ him, and others stuck to him, and walked with him 
* gotod while, till there fell out some other matters of 
dissatisfaction, when they also left him, to provide for 
himself. He went to Burlington, and there they fell 
into fractions also, and there he died. 

After his going away, the church at Kippin was 
again united, end walked sweetly together, but could 
not get a pastor.— I had but two children by my wife 
and the name of the younger was Accepted. The rea- 
son why I called him so was this: my dear wife had 
been some lime satisfied about her interest in Christ ; 
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but so aE ailing Mid paci«i»GtDd was pleased to carry 
it towards her with that strangeness, that she fell under 
doubts and fears about her interest in him, and relation 
to him, when she was great with thiachiid. This cloud 
and darkness by Christ's wkhdrawiag from her, had such 
an impression upon her, as caused her to wmik with an 
unwonted sadness for most part of three days ; bat then 
the Lord was pleased sweetly to shine in upon her «ovl 
again to her great satisfaetidh* and she was filled with 
peace and joy in believing; in the consideration of 
which, we were resolved to five the child this name, 
and so we did ; and God made him acceptable to many 
souls, and blessed his labours to many. Though it 
pleased the Lord to afflict him with gteat weakness in 
hia; joints* so 4 hat he could not go without crdtch«;yet 
he' wjw enabled to pray and preach two or three Mourt 
upon them* to the awakening, warning, and comfort 
ing of many, that dime to attend upon his ministry. 

My dear wife walked ebmfohebly nhder the treli 
grdundedosBuntiiceof God's everlasting love tohersoul 
many yean, making her boast of mm nil the daylong* 
A very great mercy tome it was, that \ mm directed by 
a hand of providence to her, she being a woman, of «»eh 
rare accomplishment*, ami confcmied to me so long* 
We lived at Bradford about two years, and then an 
micleofmy dear'wiftti died at zltfer^>caikdisWiuel 
Bailey, ivho upon thkdeath-beddwired that we might 
remove thither v and have one half of the tend* and 'bit 
wife the other. 

So in a abort time, it was desired by them all **• 
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were concerned in it, that we should go thither, there 
being two bouses, and land enough let us both. • Whenr 
we caipe to AlUiion,*l\ the inhabitants shewed great 
favour aqd respect unto us, and thanked God for bring** 
ins w thither; and above them aU, Jeshua Bailey* 
knottier of my .wife's uncles was wonder ous kind to us, 
sp that we have oftep stood admiring at the goodness of 
God, to us herein, especially I being. but a little while 
s^qiiaiiited with them. He abated us forty shillings in 
the yp&r of the land* of what it had. been jlet for. One 
tjme he nayv we had too few cows for the pasture, and 
w$nt apd bought us a new-calved-cow, and sent his 
man vvith them freely* Another time, be brought us 
apurse withtwenty-pounds in it, and gave us it freely. 
Kay, he, fend his wife too, were so. open-hearted to 
us every day, as exceeded our utmost, expectations. , 
And this bis affection to us was not like a sudden and 
short land-flood, but it lasted to his dying day* Py his 
last will, be gave my wife and. her .heirs for ever, the 
land we lived on, worth twenty pounds a year. — Thus 
God raised us npfipends, and turned the hearfs of every 
body tQ lot® 08* 

Sfere w* lived owfarta>ly mai^yeai*; during 
whk&tiine, both j?ny uncle ai$ auqt died, and also, my 
dear wife's mother* My father-in-^ was left ejcjpe 
to kef p house with a maid, of which growing weary, 
he solicited usto come and live with him. 

We had almost 'consented to comply with his invi- 
tation ; but alas ! who can tell what one day wiJl bring , 
forth!. God so pfdefed it in his wise providence, that 
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before the time came, in which we were purposed to re* 
move he fell sick, and his master sent for him to heaven, 
where he had longed to he. He would sometimes say 
to me, in the time of Clod's whhdrawments, "Oh! 
son Lister, I am not able to bear up under God's ab- 
sence !" He was as gracious and holy a man as most 
% knew. When he was near death, there were two or 
three christian friends in the room ; and he said tome, 
"I desire one of you would pray with me/* "Which 
•f us?"- said I. "Why, whom you please," said he; 
so I desired George Ward; but says my father,"! 
would speak to him first," "Well, say what you will," 
said George, "and I will bear." So having got his breath 
he said, "there is nothing that I would have you to beg 
for me, for Ood is come into my soul, and I am brimfalJ ; 
if there was no more heaven than I do now enjoy, it 
is enough; let your prayers be turned into praises $ 
for it is enough, my clay vessel can bold no more." 
In a few hours after he had said this, he departed* 

My own dear mother died also, after she had served 
the Lord, and faithfully followed him many years. She 
was an honour to her profession, a woman of a thousand, 
every way exemplary in her conversation, a pattern of 
holiness, and an heir of a kingdom that fades not away, 
which she now is possessed of for ever* She left me 
rich in a stock of prayers, the answers whereof I *°* 
reaping every day. 

* O ! what losses have I sustained, of dear friends, 
who are gone to heaven and glory, and have left mc in 
-a waste howling wilderness. Yet blessed be God.' 
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he hath directed me, and Jed«e in diei right ^tytowarda ' 
a City of Jiabitrtion* wndse/fciikler and maker ivtitodg 
At this time after thdjas* rig of the Black Bartboifchiew * 
act we were hard put 1* it, for bread- for our soufct tOmiu 
account of this act many Godly minister* turned-how* t ■; 
conformists,preAchiDgand praying were etteemed audi 
crimes ia England, that great fines and imprisonments 
were imposed upon many, that were found breaking 
that cursed law. Yet we bad many good preachers, . 
who adventured to come and help us; and God did so 
welikeej>and care for ua, that our meeting was never 
broken up, though, we. never missed to keep the Lord's 
day, eitheiUn the morning, or the light part of the day, 
onthe evening. . 

We had several bouses where we met; as that at 
Kippinvand John Berry's and our house; andsome- 
tinaes at Norton. We had Mr. Kuther one year, and 
then be bad *. call to London; sometimes. Mr. Moot 
Semyand Mr. Hoot Junr, Mr.. Nets, Mr. Marsden, 
Mr* Cbf e*, Mr. Bailey and many others. At last, we 
got a man, called Mr. JFhUekurst, and he became our 
pastor. But after some years as has been before men- 
tioned, a difference, fell out betwixt him, and several 
of' the'church? who withdrew from him, and I was 
one" of those 1 that did so. About two years after we 
heard of Mr» Smith a young man, who bad lived with 
bis father a year. He was a man of fine parts; to- 
him We sent desiring him to come and preach' with us . 
and so he did, and staid about a month, till we had 
proof of him in part, and found, he was not altogether - 
of our judgment* Yet we dealt plainly and faithfully 
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wkbfhiHv^lphreikiii anuaccobhtof the breach* that 
feHiotftamongsfeus* »-. We ge>v«biiw& call to preach the 
Gesfrntofrrtistwhieklitf accept ♦*- 

ma for hkn, be came along, withtme* u^Iewas boarded 
at4feeiKippiB>with Dr.J2atf,emd great satisfaction both 
he.aod wehad. • Afterhe bad, been with usafrout seven 
or eight years, .the good people about Jfuwwfrn and ■ 
JPar^invitedbimto preach wiUi them occasionally en / - 
the week days, and they: began to covet him, and made'.' ' 
some. offers to him. to come and preach every other 
Lord's day there, and the other day miiKippih as he had 
done. .To this motion he inclined v ami tokl usyhe Jiad 
a call, and would hare us to give way. to i*. .As it was. 
but three miles off, we might go with him- every other 
Lord's day, and he would continue his boarding at 
K*B>i»,;aedh6of all the use to us that he could. Hfs 
heart being already gone* wexpuldiiae no arguments 
to !*tay'ibim wth*as}that .werdprevaJeQt,so wefeft him 
tobisXbertjt. Accordingly lie peached at Mixeoden 
everjfoetbtt Locd'*da£ : J wentt hither for several yean 
winter and anmmer; Jwt my daw wifcJkvaa deprived of> 
thesieaaBy being not aUetotravel soiiar» 



Our Son Accepted, being now fit for university learn- 
ing, and because of bis weakness, unable to go far, we 
spoke to Mr. Smith to instruct Jiim, which be was wil- 
ling to do, knowing bim to be a very good scholar. 
With him he was about three years. In bis last year, 
he bcoke his thigh in going down the stairs, the tidings 
whereof, did at first almost sink my. dear wife ; yet ia 
a little time* she recovered her spirits Again, and bore 
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it like a christian. Theboaewiw well set, aad mended 
fast He sUyed his< tiffle>*ere, and so caime home. 

Because of die 'weakness ofbta joints, vr»» framed he 
eotfid not' be able tOf*Urid^preaclM6ow^ purposed to 
provide for hisr'teaehing scholars, and I -built a room 
very convenient for that purpose. f But a neighbouring 
•school-master, vvho 1 pretended much respect and kind- 
ness to bite, did betray him, (I do Hot say into the 
spiritual but ) into the spiteful court at Yvtk whence 
he was prosecuted for teaching without license. 

- And though he had bdth abilHy , and wi hie faculty of 
teaching, to the great profit of Msseholars ; and though 

■ I had some friends, who used their utmost endeavours 
to get him a lictfifte; jrea though the Vicar of Pember- 
ton, and some bthef great men; that were' none too good, 
writ for him, because they saw he was likely to be of 
great use; yet all would not do, unless he would sub- 

' scribe and swear to that, to which ! he was not able to 
see how he could subscribe With h clear conscience. 
Re therefore desfeted'to the great trouble of the parents 
t>f the scholars. • "f.n >• ..i- i. 

"•' , . ... . 

So he gave* biiisfelf wp t# tfttfWudy of the* Scriptures, 
4 the better to prepare hihWelffor the work of the min- 
istry. About this time Mr. Smith j fcpon some flight 
occasion resolved to leave the Jftpptn, and go to Mix- 
enden altogether, which he -did all on a suddefU lira 
little time he repented, and Would Have coine again; 
but we had no desire f<>^«%Bva* he !^ gone ^vfey'ra 
suebablameablenwnneW^ <'* J *J -•> . 
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' W* got the neighbouring ministers, and others it o 
supply- the place till-after a certain time, the Church did 
solicit my son to preach there. This he long refused 
upon a double account; First, The; great weakness 
of his body | fearing he would not be able to Stand ; 
and Second, The sense hebadofthe<weightiness of the 
Work, and bis own inability for it Yet did they im- 
. portnne him time after time, but he put them off for a 
considerable period; though be did something in hi» 
own house, whither many came. 

At length however he was prevailed with, by the good 
Dr. HaWs moving arguments which especially sway- 
ed^witb him. For bis-' help, he contrived and. ordered 
, the making of a seat within the pulpit for him to sit on 
. that wr* very easy, and might turn very conveniently 
upon an iron. pin; (which yet he never made use of 
more than to see bow it would do,) if he found, himself 
. unable to stand. But blessed be God, though at first 
for a few Lord's days, it put him bard to it to stand so 
long; yet in a little time he found help and strength 
come in, so that he was able to go through his work, *>d 
could stand two hours in the forenoon, and two in the 
afternoon without any weariness. They approved of his 
, gifts, and gave him a call to preach the Gospel to them 
. which he accepted, and promised to stay one quarter of 
a year. When that term was out, they renewed their 
call again; and continued to do so every quarter to 
their mutual satisfaction,; and there was a great con- 
gregation. J?ut at length Mr. Smith began to envy 
our peaceable privileges, and great assembly, which he 
could not hinder by his many offers to come again. 
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Yet rather thinnbTddit; he "with 'one or two mote 
began to plot a project which he hoped woulclproVe *a 
more effectual way. They took and repaired a little 
old Cottage^ apfacVthat he would have scorned t6 have 
come into, to prfefcfr tapon any nlore ' n6ble Occasion, 
little more than Waff a thile from Kippin, atad tiieire 
he began to prfeach. The very first time of his coming, 
he let his peevish spirit havfe liberty to speak Against the 
Church, wtihch would notreeeive him' again; and like- 
wise against my son, who was as innocent as a child, Hot 
having any mind or inclination to preach at Kippin^ but 
upon their importunity,* and that too, long after Mr. 
Smith had turned his back upon it, and the people that 
assembled there. Yet what be then said, did so dis- 
gust many agamst my 'soft, as made hte stay there 1 less 
comfortable. "' - • " 

But in process* of time^ one 6f the main prdttibters of 
that unchristian like' meeting, (Vfa. old Jauie* Keigbley) 
one morning a? he was getting potatoes, -fell down dead; 
and Mr: Smith -canfe foereno mbreVthat I know of, 
save to preach his funeral sermon; But we were 
never settled or composed after this opposition made by 
him, as we htfd been before. 

On October 1 7th, f 893, did my son fall off his borse, 
and broke both ' his thighs having beeft to preach at 
Leeds. He lay "silent nine Lord's days, and then he 
was enabled tb preach again. During this tinie he had 
a call to Clifford arid went' thither some few days; but 
not being abfeto'Bee hid way clear,' he resetted not to 
e 2 - '< 



igitized by CjOOQ 



54 . THE Lit* OF . 

comply with the call, but continued at Kippin, though 
not to his entire satisfaction. 

The people often desired him to become pastor tp 
them ; but as they were so divided among themselves 
some of them holding some tenets and matters of con* 
troversy, and as the members of the Church were 
some of them old men, and most of them far distant in 
their habitation* and for these reasons communion so 
hard to be gained ; he could not accept of their call to 
the office. However be preached to them the gospel of 
salvation ; but often told them, he would advise them to 
look out for a man, who was fitter to serve them. 

It fell out that a meeting place was built atBingley, 
and 6ome good men that lived there, desired my son to 
preach to them every other Lord's day. To this offer 
•after some discourse about it, and some time to consider 
of it, they at Kippin consented, and my son was willing 
for a quarter of a year to make a trial, which was con- 
cluded upon. He went one quarter, and at the end 
thereof they renewed their call. 

But at this time, having been preaching at Kippin on 
January, 20th, 1 695, his horse's foot stuck fast in (he 
hole of an ice ; and endeavouring to get it out, my son 
fell, and broke both his thighs again, on which account 
he lay silent seven Lord's days, after which he was 
enabled to stand and preach again. But now our feats 
.of future danger were very pressing, so that we durst 
not think of his riding any more on horseback ; and the 
good people at Bingley now renewed their call to'my 
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son to live with them altogether, having now a main 
argument on their side, which was, that the house and 
Chapel were both under one roof, and he needed not 
.to wet his foot in going from his study to the pulpit. 

This was a moving consideration under our circum- 
stances; and as we knew they wanted a pastor at 
Kipping and as my son could not accept of that office 
there, we thought it best to remove, so that way might 
be made for another to come, that might answer their 
desire. And as jny son was never under any promise 
. of staying at Kippin any longer than from quarter to 
quarter, he inclined to go to Bingley, though it was a 
sottish and ignorant place, and much inclined to Anti- 
nomianion. As we thought we had a clear call to go, 
this gave great satisfaction to the people of that place 
generally, who sent horses and carts to fetch us, and all 
that we had, in a manner, all upon one day, and I think 
without the loss of one pennyworth of our goods. 
This was in the month of May, in the year 1695. 
Being settled there, the Lord gave us favour in the 
eyes of the inhabitants of the town, (excepting two 
men) who afforded us as great expressions of love and 
kindness as might be expected , though but few, of the 
town would- come to hear my son, the congregation 
consisting of persons that came from other pjaces. 
Having been here about two years, my dear wife died ; 
and she lieth sleeping in the dust in that place, till the 
blessed morning of the resurrection, when the great 
jubilee trumpet shall sound and all the prisoners of death 
and the grave shall rise.. Then she shall appear a bles- 
sed and glorious creature indeed ! Here die left ay 



Digitized by LiOOQ IC 



£6 THE LIFE OF 

dear son and me in- an evil, tempting 1 , and entinaring 
world, to shift-as we were able. 

About three years aftermy defer wifeYdettdi, I'Wafc 
arrested with a most violent fever, which was then very 
rife and mortal in many places. Under this distemper 
I was afflicted with very great sweatings', and extreme 
coughing for two or three 'hours together with but very 
little intermission; and also -with the moist afflicting 
thirst I ever' experienced; allwuich brought me very 
low, so that for* ft*weefc*r tell days, I was in the tyta 
of spectators a<:g*ne'flMnn and I tord received the 
sentence of detitfe-fe» my owu 'apprehensions also.' x Yet 
at last, even toa wonder* God \va* pleased to rebuke 
the distemper, and to' nrhene up again. I recovered 
gradually, wfnYant any relapse* thoagh-mfcny relapsed 
and were token •oft.-'- * 

Oh what cause fcttvel 'to ^wonder fcf the patterice and 
forbearance ef'GtocWowards mfe; 'ffiaf *e* did not 'send 
me down to hett win* hefd-feo 'long* deserved it I be- 
lieve, that manyprayett ffere^nsweretKn my teoovery. 
" Bless therLord* O-mf -sonl> and alt that is' wHtrrn 
me, bless hitftoly mme.**'" What shall I redder tlhto 
Ihe Lord for JftMifbendfe towards met 11 ••«• I wouM 
take thecop i o^sa4vatiott^an#call 1 ttpott'the 1 name Ofthfe 
Lord/ 1 I WoutM prtvythntlmny^be* befpSd 4o walk 
with God a «ifte»whtt^-aif"EAoetf ^ ; J lobking^or * 
City whickfeath foundat&«*,< whose* builder and maker/ 
is God* This 4eatb-th^a1ettinf distemper was upon 
me in the sevetrtywfowruvyear *f toy age, wMcn made 
my recovery thef renter Woideiv - "DnrMg' our stay* n* 
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^ v 4t4G4Q4fGt •s^^^fl^^s^^^ ^S*^S* ^* ^a^#^s^S*^S^^S^i*s^^S» 

'. Mingle my sob had. many calls from the Church at 

. Kipjfin to return to them again. The good people at 

Bingiey also often desired him to accept of the office of 

, pastor to them* so that for some time he was in the 

. dark about it. 

He consulted the neighbouring ministers on the sub- 

. ject; but thevc being many argumenls of weight on 

both sides, and they not being willing to offend either 

party* returned no direct answer, but left my • son 

to act according lo his own inclination, without deter- 

. m?niag either way, By this means the knot was made 

,, harder than before. It is true indeed, Mr. WhiUktr 

\ and Mr. WtbU were for his return to the Kippitu ■ 

. . So after a long time of debating, praying, weighing, 
and waking, he thought he had a call from God to that 

. qld broken, and shattered Church* His heart was in- 
clined to see if the Lord would make him a repairer of 

• r the. breaches thereof v hoping there might be some good 
done among a young generation of thesned of tbeCliurch 
and others. We bad been seven years MBingley; hot not 

.. without, assistance and success to my son in his ministe- 
rial labours. Many were convinced, some converted, 
and gone to heaven, and others making haste thither- 
wards; many, I believe, were greatly comforted and 
edified, who,, made thankful ackiowledgemtnts tp my 
son,, (to our great satisfaction,) and with many prayers 
and tears, they ,intt eatsd us to stay among them* Thejr 
were to us indeed, aJcidd, dear, and loving people, *b 

. that we were very unwilling to leave them on account 
of the good liking, and the accommodations and conve- 
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niences we bad 'among tbtftfu -Yet the prospeci^of 
usefulness, and likelihood «j*> doibgf good at Ktpptn, 
preponderated o*£r allVandte&trt to fcbartre hands With 
thai loving people* my sort having beea^thete otrijr** a 
minister of the everlasting gospel, and nc* as 1 a pasfor 
over them. Having given the Church at Kippina, 
promise, we sfitt «^»^ at B^f«jf near httlf* year till 
they wefe provided With at constant aipptyvbytwd; *iz. 
atft&mtfr atid M« Watoman; and theft though 1 it 

• was in the thforig-df fcfrf tiriftpASre'dame thirty roeB]*bd 
ad many horsetf atid>terte irtcame* **, andall Wefthd 
away together, *b thtftw^flfy^oad'day of Jnty 1 702. 

'» We found a hearty welcome* into bWfteflkirs bods* 
at Jfippnt, till a bette* tionvenieney 'eitatd be provided 
for us. The Church having had long proof of my son's 
qualificatioiwgaitebiitfa dill to the tfn**ofpaittir as 

4 wellfesprfeachetj wbieh be accepted, jumIdow they wete 

•importunate thlt ^time^m^bt be appointed for the 
solemn; setting^birti «part^to thattfi^i' which "he ateen- 
ted unto ; add the rffofcteanth dky oftfolgtftt 1701,' wfas 

'appofated Mr;iW^<^^ wdMf/iV^^Wtere'seTit 

unto for their diBWtanMthw*^' Mr. Whitaker came 
to tister Gift-greaTO'V;**)!* ^thie* for* pJtft of tha'day 

- being spantfuf r^^theChftrth did by brtttte* Ward, 
signify their *tttMift«K'dstf ltaf*^ aotf to thfiftflifcev 

Then Mr. Wbitak^^podocedaf^randfree^iamis. 
sionof my sottfroto the* Church it £*ettV*0 Which he 
had been joined; eigfUJdty^htateiMft the name* and 
with the approbatiwialthatChuroh to Ufe, wfch^ltwtfr 
hearty prayers ft^ttm. Then lay son signffiertfafc'ae- 
ceptance of their oa1l,pwpoekigiWid promising to b*as 
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uspful AflPod wDuW,po*k«fbim, and desired the Churchy 
prayers ft>r. hiss* The* Mc. JFhitfiker went to prayer, 
gave.*?. ejdioxtMwtv to him, an4us, and my son con- 
clu^ed.tfce *<qi* pf. the day with prayer, and so the . 
asfejutyy was) dismissed. 

j 

Now the Lord having put the Church into a capacity 
of <epjpy iag all the ordinances, *hey desired to partake 
of Ibe Lord'si supper* ., A day ww appointed to be 
kept M a>' preparation for that ordinance which was 
administered c*> the twenty-third day of September HQfL 

A boose was in due time' provided for his further 
convenience under the roof. of. th&Kippih, the people 
being desirous to encourage him to the utmost of their . 
poor ability. There he continued their pastor to his 
dying day, which was at the end of about seven years. 
He bad been preaching very warmly and affectionately 
to his people, from Hebrews, iv< 1. "Let us there- 
fore fear, lest, a promise being left us of entering 
into his rest, any of you should^eem to come short of it. 19 
The next Lord's 4$y ^ing 4e ^ -For administering 
the Lord's supp^W'tu^^aTrd^kifllcuhly attended, 
performed his work and finished those subjects he had 
long spoken to. This Lord's day proved'to be his last ; 
for the next morning he began to be taken with con- 
vulsions, which continued till thursday night with some 
intertnission, and then took him off, to our great loss and 
trouble, but his great gain. Though we lost him, the 
Church triumphant gained him. He now sleeps in 
Jesus, for to him to live was Christ, and to die was un- 
speakablegaia. 
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It* was part of bis chri&irfn character, that 'he &sired 1 

to know: nothing save Christ arid Mm erucited.* He bad I 

for his epitaph; this shbrt motto inscribed on hi* grave- ; 

stones "Impeadan* (ft expendar" t, e. I wiU fepend my f 

strength, and be willing to be spent in the caasef of «'• 
Christ 

Jfote added by another pemm> His father lived to > 
see this* buried, and himself died exactly that day- "»■ 
fortnight after him, being March the fourteenth, 1709, ■ 
being twelve weeks and four days ahort of completing - 
his eighty-second year. Dr. Hall died in June, the 
next following; so that* it was theft a? mournful time 
with U» poor broken Church at Kippitt. ^ •« " •* 




W, H. Blackburn, Printer, Market-Street, flirftiford* 
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